
             
 

 

New CSM takes top NCO position at 1-13 Armor
Tuesday, December 23, 2003 

By: Sgt. Christopher Stanis, 1AD PAO 
BAGHDAD, Iraq – First Battalion, 13th Armored 

Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored 
Division said farewell to Command Sgt. Maj. Ricky Pring 
and welcomed Command Sgt. Maj. Carlos Alers as the 
battalion command sergeant major during a ceremony at 
the 1-13 Forward Operating Base in Baghdad Dec 15. 
 Outgoing command sergeant major Pring said he 
would not forget the hard work the unit did getting to the 
point it is at in Iraq. 
 “To say I am proud of all of you and the unit 
would be an understatement,” Pring said. “I will miss you 
all and think about you often.” 
 “I often wondered why folks wanted to emulate 
(Pring,)” said battalion commander Lt. Col. Francis 
Sherman. “It’s because he sets a high standard and 
expects nothing else. We will miss his humor, 
professionalism and leadership. 
 Pring, who is leaving his second tour in 
Southwest Asia, will take the position as the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment‘s command sergeant major. 
 His awards and decorations include the Bronze 
Star Medal; Meritorious Service Medal, with three oak 
leaf clusters; Army Commendation Medal, with four oak 
leaf clusters; Army Achievement Medal; Good Conduct 
Medal, eighth award; National Defense Service Medal, 
with one bronze star; Southwest Asia Service Medal; with 
three bronze stars; the Kuwaiti Liberation Medal; and the 
NATO Medal. 
 While bidding farewell to his former top NCO, 
Sherman received the new command sergeant major 
with the assurance that he will maintain the standard. 
 “I’m confident in (Alers’) ability to continue and 
improve on (the work) of past (battalion command 
sergeants major.)” 
 Alers, who most recently served as 1AD’s G-3 
(Operations) training sergeant major at Wiesbaden Army 
Airfield, Germany, said he is ready to get to work, and 
start redeploying the “Dakota” battalion soldiers safely to 
their families back at Fort Riley, Kan. 
 “I am blessed to be a part of this great unit,” he 
said. “I look forward to the challenges ahead.” 
 Alers’ past assignments include brigade 
transportation noncommissioned officer for 2nd Brigade, 
1AD; tank gunner with 2nd Bn., 37th Armor Regt.; tank 
commander, and platoon sergeant with 3rd Bn., 34th 
Armor Regt.; platoon sergeant and master gunner with  

Command Sgt. Maj. Carlos Alers (left) assumes 
responsibility from Command Sgt. Maj. Ricky Pring (right) 
as 1st Battalion, 13th Armor Regiment command 
sergeant major during a ceremony at the 1-13 forward 
operating base in Baghdad, Iraq, Dec. 15 
 
 4th Bn., 67th  Armor Regt.; Military Science 
instructor and operations sergeant, and later sergeant 
major for the University of Puerto Rico Reserve Officer 
Training Corps; and first sergeant for Headquarters and 
Headquarters Troop, 1st Squadron, 2nd Armored Cavalry 
Regt. 
 Alers attended the Drill Sergeant Academy, First 
Sergeant’s Academy and Sergeants Major Academy, as 
well as a number of military training programs to include: 
alcohol and drug coordinator training, recruiter and 
retention training, the Equal Opportunity Leader’s Course 
and the School of Cadet Command. He holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree. 
 His awards and decorations include the 
Meritorious Service Medal, with three oak leaf clusters; 
Army Commendation Medal, with seven oak leaf clusters; 
Army Achievement Medal, with seven oak leaf clusters; 
the Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, with one bronze star; Southwest Asia Service 
Medal; Kuwaiti Liberation Medal; and the Saudi Arabia 
Medal. Alers is also a recipient of the Air Assault Badge, 
Silver Wheel Driving Award and the German 
Marksmanship Award. 
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News… 
Security Hiked After Threat Level Raised 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The head of the Department of 
Homeland Security urged people to "just go about your 
business" despite the decision to raise the national 
terror-attack warning to its second-highest level. "I think 
it's very, very important to send a message to the 
terrorists of goodwill and resolve," said Tom Ridge. He 
said the Bush administration wants people to "be 
vigilant and have a good communications plan under 
way." 
 
Nation's Retailers Have Glum Weekend 
NEW YORK (AP) - The critical last weekend before 
Christmas didn't deliver the sale bonanza merchants 
were hoping for, with Wal-Mart Stores Inc. announcing 
Monday that last-minute buying showed "some 
improvement," but was not enough to offset weak 
business in the early part of the month. The world's 
largest retailer said that December same-store sales 
growth was still tracking at the low end of its projected 
3 percent to 5 percent range. For the second week in a 
row, traffic was down from year-ago levels for the week 
ended Friday, the company said. 
 
Defense Rests in Sniper Sentencing Phase 
CHESAPEAKE, Va. (AP) - The defense rested its case 
Monday in the sentencing phase of teenage sniper Lee 
Boyd Malvo's trial after Malvo's father described his 
son's early wish to become a pilot. Leslie Malvo 
testified for less than 15 minutes. Prosecutors 
unsuccessfully sought to bar all of her testimony. 
 
Group Attacks Egypt Official in Jerusalem 
JERUSALEM (AP) - Muslim extremists lunged and 
threw shoes at Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed 
Maher at Islam's third-holiest site Monday during a trip 
to Israel to urge resumption of peace talks with the 
Palestinians. He was rushed to a hospital but was not 
injured. Maher, on his first visit to Israel in more than 
two years, was trying to pray at the Al Aqsa Mosque in 
the Old City of Jerusalem when a small group of 
extremist worshippers started shouting at him and 
trying to assault him, witnesses said. 

Chaplain’s thought for the day… 
Freedom and Fear 

      In the September 21, 2001 San Francisco 
Chronicle, the headline read, "Freedom and 
Fear Are at War." The truth is fear is at war 
with many aspects of life, not just with 
freedom. Fear wars against our health. Fear 
wars against making good decisions. Fear 
wars against obedience to God.  
      Fear interferes with all of life.  -Dana Chau

 

In other news… 
'Tortured' with Rap??  
BEIRUT (Reuters) - Lebanese Mohammed Jaber said 
he went to Iraq on a pilgrimage to Muslim holy sites, he 
ended up being "tortured" with loud rap music by U.S. 
troops suspicious he might be a foreign fighter against 
their occupation.  

Jaber said an Iraqi taxi driver handed him and 
three friends over to U.S. troops for $100 each in April 
apiece as fighters for ousted Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein.  

"They asked us why we were there and if we 
came to fight them. But we said we came only to visit 
the holy sites in Kerbala," he told Reuters.  

"They didn't torture us physically but they did 
psychologically by raising the volume of rap music all 
day until it became unbearable and by withholding 
food," he said.  

But Jaber said he kept one secret from his 
captors, fearing the treatment could get worse.  

"I mean I like rap, just imagine them playing 
jazz."  

 
Endless Christmas Carols Irk Czech Clerks  
PRAGUE, Czech Republic (AP) -- Labor unions in the Czech 
Republic demanded Monday that stores stop playing 
Christmas carols incessantly or pay compensation for 
causing emotional trauma to sales clerks. 

Some stores here play the same songs all day - and 
play them loudly. Employees say shifts have become 
unbearable. 

"To listen to it for eight hours a day is not healthy, 
that's for sure," said Alexandr Leiner, a union leader. "And for 
the customers, it's almost unbearable as well." 

Leiner said unions have written to major chains, 
such as Tesco, and demanded that employees be 
compensated. He said the unions want 500 koruna (US$19) 
or two days off as a possible compensation. They've received 
no response. 

Unions in neighboring Austria have lodged similar 
complaints against stores there. 

Tesco spokesman Vesselin Barliev said the chain 
has not received any complaints.  

"We don't see the music as a problem," Barliev said.

Today’s Safety Message… 
Safe Movement of Personnel 

The senior occupant is responsible for 
ensuring the driver operates the vehicle safely. At a 
minimum, the driver will:  
a. Comply with Army regulations and local laws. 
b. Not exceed the designated seating capacity of the 
vehicle. (See Technical Bulletin (TB 9–639). 
c. Ensure occupants are seated and wearing restraint 
devices when available. 
d. Prohibit passengers from riding on top of vehicles or 
loads or in a cargo compartment with unsecured cargo.
e. Use ground guide when vehicle is backing or moving 
in bivouac areas. 
f. Ensure personnel are not transported in dump trucks 
unless an approved positive locking device is installed. 
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Start 
Time SPORTS ATLANTIC SPECTRUM PACIFIC NEWS Start 

Time
00:00 NFL PRIMETIME HEADLINE NEWS AMERICAN CHOPPER TODAY 00:00
00:30 TONIGHT SHOW WITH JAY LENO HEADLINE NEWS 00:30
01:00 COLLEGE GAMEDAY SCROOGED LESTER HOLT LIVE 01:00

01:30 COLLEGE FOOTBALL - 2003 TANGERINE BOWL: 
NC STATE VS KANSAS THE LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN 01:30

02:00 SESAME STREET HEADLINE NEWS 02:00
02:30 ACCESS HOLLYWOOD NBC NIGHTLY NEWS 02:30

03:00 ESPNEWS RUGRATS : - AND THE WINNER IS DRAGON TALES :  - CASSIE THE GREEN EYED 
DRAGON/ ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT 03:00

03:30 MONDAY NIGHT COUNTDOWN SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS (TV-7): - THE 
GRAVEYARD SHIFT / KRUSTY LOVE WHEEL OF FORTUNE CBS EVENING NEWS 03:30

04:00 THE SIMPSONS : - TRILOGY OF ERROR THE DR. PHIL SHOW THE NEWSHOUR 04:00

04:30 HOME IMPROVEMENT : - LOVE'S LABOR'S 
LOST (PT 1) 04:30

05:00 COLLEGE BASKETBALL - BIG XII: IOWA @ 
TEXAS TECH

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL - GREEN BAY 
PACKERS @ OAKLAND RAIDERS J.A.G. :  - ALL YE FAITHFUL THE OPRAH WINFREY SHOW HANNITY & COLMES 05:00

06:00 THE PRACTICE :  - VANISHED (PT. 1) NBC NIGHTLY NEWS THE NEWS WITH BRIAN WILLIAMS 06:00

06:30 JUDGE JUDY 06:30

07:00 FIGURE SKATING - GRAND PRIX OF FIGURE 
SKATING: FINAL BIOGRAPHY :  - SANTA CLAUS ACCESS HOLLYWOOD BET NIGHTLY NEWS 07:00

07:25 GUIDING LIGHT 07:25
07:30 NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT 07:30
08:00 IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE LARRY KING LIVE 08:00
08:13 GENERAL HOSPITAL 08:13
08:30 HEADLINE NEWS 08:30

09:00 NFL TOTAL ACCESS SESAME STREET DISNEY'S PB&J OTTER : - THE SILENT 
TREATMENT/ PICTURE PERFECT NEWSNIGHT WITH AARON BROWN 09:00

09:30 WHAT'S NEW SCOOBY DOO? : - IT'S MEAN, 
IT'S GREEN, IT'S THE MYSTERY MACHINE 09:30

10:00 ESPNEWS DRAGON TALES :  - CASSIE THE GREEN EYED 
DRAGON/ THAT'S SO RAVEN :  - MOTHER DEAREST PAULA ZAHN NOW 10:00

10:30 ESPNEWS WHEEL OF FORTUNE EBERT & ROEPER AT THE MOVIES ALL THAT 10:30

11:00 NHL - LOS ANGELES KINGS @ VANCOUVER 
CANUCKS THE DR. PHIL SHOW RUGRATS : - AND THE WINNER IS JEOPARDY! NIGHTLINE 11:00

11:30 SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS (TV-7): - THE 
GRAVEYARD SHIFT / KRUSTY LOVE HEADLINE NEWS NAVY/MARINE CORPS NEWS 11:30

11:46 THE OPRAH WINFREY SHOW 11:46
11:52 PACIFIC REPORT 11:52

12:00 THE SIMPSONS : - TRILOGY OF ERROR ESPNEWS HARDBALL WITH CHRIS 
MATTHEWS 12:00

12:30 HOME IMPROVEMENT : - LOVE'S LABOR'S 
LOST (PT 1) HEADLINE NEWS 12:30

12:35 GUIDING LIGHT 12:35
12:52 PACIFIC REPORT 12:52

13:00 J.A.G. :  - ALL YE FAITHFUL MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL - GREEN BAY 
PACKERS @ OAKLAND RAIDERS THE O'REILLY FACTOR 13:00

13:17 GENERAL HOSPITAL 13:17
13:30 SPORTSCENTER 13:30
14:00 HEADLINE NEWS THE PRACTICE :  - VANISHED (PT. 1) CNN DAYBREAK 14:00

14:30 COLLEGE BASKETBALL - BIG XII: IOWA @ 
TEXAS TECH JUDGE JUDY 14:30

15:00 TODAY BIOGRAPHY :  - SANTA CLAUS GOOD MORNING AMERICA 15:00
16:00 IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE ESPNEWS 16:00
16:30 SPORTSCENTER HEADLINE NEWS 16:30
16:52 PACIFIC REPORT 16:52

17:00 DISNEY'S PB&J OTTER :  - THE SILENT 
TREATMENT/ PICTURE PERFECT TONIGHT SHOW WITH JAY LENO HEADLINE NEWS 17:00

17:30 NFL TOTAL ACCESS WHAT'S NEW SCOOBY DOO? :  - IT'S MEAN, 
IT'S GREEN, IT'S THE MYSTERY MACHINE

ABC WORLD NEWS THIS 
MORNING 17:30

18:00 THAT'S SO RAVEN : - MOTHER DEAREST THE LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN THE EARLY SHOW 18:00
18:30 BEYOND THE GLORY ALL THAT EBERT & ROEPER AT THE MOVIES 18:30
19:00 SPORTSCENTER JEOPARDY! RUGRATS : - AND THE WINNER IS MOTHER 19:00

19:30 HEADLINE NEWS SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS (TV-7): - THE 
GRAVEYARD SHIFT / KRUSTY LOVE 19:30

20:00 NBA FASTBREAK ESPNEWS THE SIMPSONS : - TRILOGY OF ERROR FOX NEWS LIVE 20:00

20:30 NFL'S GREATEST MOMENTS - VETERAN'S 
DAY HEADLINE NEWS HOME IMPROVEMENT : - LOVE'S LABOR'S 

LOST (PT 1) 20:30

20:45 20:45

21:00 MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL - GREEN BAY 
PACKERS @ OAKLAND RAIDERS SMALLVILLE :  - SKINWALKER J.A.G. :  - ALL YE FAITHFUL OPERATION DUMBO DROP FOX NEWS LIVE 21:00

22:00 THE FAMILY MAN THE PRACTICE :  - VANISHED (PT. 1) FOX NEWS LIVE 22:00
23:00 BIOGRAPHY :  - SANTA CLAUS ESPNEWS HEADLINE NEWS 23:00
23:30 HEADLINE NEWS INSIDE POLITICS 23:30

myafn.net TV SCHEDULES: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2003 As of: Monday, December 22, 2003 8:24:28 PM



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Just a few days left… 
OIF reenlistment bonuses available 
The end of the month marks the last day 

when Task Force 1st Armored Division soldiers 
can reenlist to take advantage of bonus 
multipliers that can mean some extra cash in 
their pockets. 

All military occupational specialties are 
eligible. Soldiers must reenlist to complete their 
current deployment and for 12 months 
stabilization in their current unit. The minimum 
reenlistment time is three years. 

Unlike earlier bonuses, the current program 
is based upon the soldier’s base pay, years of 
service, and length of the re-enlistment. This 
formula means some soldiers will get slightly less 
than $5,000, but most soldiers will receive more. 

For more information, contact your unit 
career counselors: 
• Command Career Counselor: SGM James 

Jaranowski, DVNT 551-9405 
• Retention Operations NCO: MSG Gary 

Schoolfield, DVNT 551-9405  
• 1st Brigade: SFC Burke, Martyrs’ Monument, 

DVNT 550-7027 
• 2nd Brigade: SSG Gibson, Saddam’s 

Presidential Palace, DVNT 551-2010 
• 4th Brigade: MSG Wolfe, DVNT 551-6620 
• DIVARTY: SFC Hilton,  DVNT 551-7030 
• DIVENG: MSG Collier  DVNT  551-6131 
• DISCOM SFC Casnave, DVNT 551-9405 
• Division Troops: SFC Nagle, DVNT 551-9405
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Dec. 23, 1944 
The execution of Eddie Slovik is authorized 

On this day, Gen. Dwight Eisenhower endorses the 
finding of a court-martial in the case of Eddie Slovik, who was 
tried for desertion, and authorizes his execution, the first such 
sentence against a U.S. Army soldier since the Civil War, and 
the only man so punished during World War II.  

Private Eddie Slovik was a draftee. Originally classified 
4-F because of a prison record (grand theft auto), he was 
bumped up to a 1-A classification when draft standards were 
lowered to meet growing personnel needs. In January 1944, he 
was trained to be a rifleman, which was not to his liking, as he 
hated guns.  

In August of the same year, Slovik was shipped to 
France to fight with the 28th Infantry Division, which had 
already suffered massive casualties in the fighting there and in 
Germany. Slovik was a replacement, a class of soldier not 
particular respected by officers. As he and a companion were 
on the way to the front lines, they became lost in the chaos of 
battle, only to stumble upon a Canadian unit that took them in.  

Slovik stayed on with the Canadians until October 5, 
when they turned him and his buddy over to the American 
military police, who reunited them with the 28th Division, now in 
Elsenborn, Belgium. No charges were brought; replacements 
getting lost early on in their tours of duty were not unusual.  

But exactly one day after Slovik returned to his unit, he 
claimed he was "too scared and too nervous" to be a rifleman 
and threatened to run away if forced into combat. His 
admission was ignored-and Slovik took off. One day after that 
he returned, and Slovik signed a confession of desertion, 
claiming he would run away again if forced to fight, and 
submitted it to an officer of the 28th. The officer advised Slovik 
to take the confession back, as the consequences would be 
serious. Slovik refused, and he was confined to the stockade.  

The 28th Division had seen many cases of soldiers 
wounding themselves or deserting in the hopes of a prison 
sentence that would at least protect them from the perils of 
combat. So a legal officer of the 28th offered Slovik a deal: Dive 
into combat immediately and avoid the court-martial.  

Slovik refused. He was tried on November 11 for 
desertion and was convicted in less than two hours. The nine-
officer court-martial panel passed a unanimous sentence: 
execution-"to be shot to death with musketry."  

Slovik's appeal failed. It was held that he "directly 
challenged the authority" of the United States and that "future 
discipline depends upon a resolute reply to this challenge." 
Slovik was to pay for his recalcitrant attitude-and he was to be 
made an example.  

One last appeal was made-to General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, the Supreme Allied Commander. The timing was 
bad for mercy. The Battle of the Bulge in the Ardennes forest 
was issuing in literally thousands of American casualties, not to 
mention the second largest surrender of an American Army unit 
during the war. Eisenhower upheld the sentence.  

Slovik would be shot to death by a 12-man firing squad 
in eastern France in January of 1945. None of the rifleman so 
much as flinched, believing Slovik had gotten what he 
deserved. 


